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GOD OF LOVE, NOT WAR
The Statesman of Delhi has devoted four articles to an
unmeasured condemnation of the no-war movement led
by Canon Sheppard and other earnest Christians in England,
The paper has dragged into its support the authority of the
Bhagavadgita in these words:
"Indeed the true but difficult teaching of Christianity seems'
to be that society must fight its enemies but love them.
Such, too,—will Mr. Gandhi please note—is the clear teaching
of the Bhagavadgita, where Krishna tells Arjuna that victory also
goes to him who fights with complete fearlessness and is utterly
devoid of hatred* Indeed, on the highest plane the argument bet-
ween the conscientious objector and the knightly warrior is for
ever settled in the second book of that great classic. We have little
space to quote, and the whole poem deserves to be read not once
but many times/*
,   The writer of the articles perhaps does not know  that
the terrorist has also used in his defence the. very verses
quoted by him. But the fact is that a dispassionate reading
of the Bhagavadgita has revealed to me a meaning wholly
contrary to the one given to it by The Statesman writer.
He has forgotten that Arjuna was no conscientious objector
in the sense the Western war-resisters are- Arjuna believed
in war. He had fought the Kaurava hosts  many times
before. But he was unnerved when the two armies were
drawn up in battle array and when he suddenly realized
that he had to fight his nearest kinsmen and revered teachers.
It was not love of man or the hatred of war that had actuated
the questioner. Krishna could give no other answer than
he did. The immortal  author  of the Mahabharata,  of
which the Gita is one—no doubt the brightest—of the many
gems contained in that literary mine, has shown to the
world the futility of war by giving the victors an empty
glory, leaving but seven victors alive out of millions said
to have been engaged in the fight in which unnamable
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